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Together round thy sacrifice of fire

Let them all gather.   So may our India,

Our ancient land unto herself return

O once again return to steadfast work,

To duty and devotion, to her trance

Of earnest meditation; let her sit

Once more unruffled, greedless, strifeless, pure,

O once again upon her lofty seat

And platform, teacher of all lands.

ID the immense literature of India, the Vedas (root vid, to
faow) are the only texts to which no author is ascribed. The
Rig Veda (X, 90, 9) assigns a divine origin to the hymns and
tells us (HI, 39, 2) they have come down from "ancient times,"
reclothed in new language. Divinely revealed from age to age
to the rishis,, *'seers," the Vedas are said to possess nltyatva.
"timeless finality".
The Vedas were a revelation by sound, "directly heard"
(shruti) by the rishis. It is essentially a literature of chant and
recitation. For millenniums, therefore, the 100,000 couplets of
the Vedas were not written down, but were orally transmitted
T>y Brahmin priests. Paper and stone alike are subject to the
obliterating eflfecfs of time. The Vedas have persisted down
the ages because the rishis understood the superiority of mind
over matter as the proper means of transmittaL What can
<?xcel the "tablets of the heart"? "
By observing the particular order (anupurvi) in \\hich the
Vedic words occur, and with the aid of phonological rules for
combinations of sounds (sandhi) and for the relation of letters
(sanatana)l and by proving in certain mathematical ways the
accuracy of thte memorized texts, the Brahmins have uniquely
preserved, from a dim antiquity, the original purity of the Vedas.
Each syllable (akshard) of a Vedic word is endowed with
significance and efficacy.